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Before you can start your research at the British Library, it is highly recommended that you make 

sure you come prepared having completed the following steps, or having brought the following 

items along with you to the UK. Reach out to fellowships@atbl.us with any questions! 

 

□ Get your Reader Pass.  

You will need a Reader Pass number in order to conduct research at the British Library. You need to make an 

appointment for the first day you visit the British Library to receive your pass. 

□ Get your Reader Pass temporary number. 

You can only pick up your Reader Pass on-site. If you have not yet visited the British Library, you can request a 

temporary Reader Pass number via online registration for a Library account. This will allow you to reserve your 

materials in advance.  

□ Connect with a member of the British Library reference team.  

Reference staff will be essential to determine whether or not your research materials are fully available, whether or 

not you require special permission for access from a Library curator, or whether or not the items you have selected to 

examine on any given day are appropriate for the length of your visit. *Explain specifically and in detail why you 

wish to use specific items, especially any that may carry restrictions.* 

□ Ask to book a 20-minute “1-2-1” meeting with a member of the British 

Library Reference Staff before you arrive. 

Reference staff will be able to guide you through the process of using research materials and ensuring you make the 

most of your visit.  
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□ Reserve 10 items per day in advance via the British Library’s 

reservation system (but only 4 manuscript items at any one time, and only 6 

rare book items at any one time). 

You can only reserve 10 items per day for research. This requires thoughtful planning in advance, and coordination 

with a member of the Library reference team. This also requires you to have your temporary Reader Pass number in 

order to complete the reservations. Making the 10-item reservations in advance of your visit will ensure the items 

have been pre-called up and ready for you to begin your work.  

□ Have 2 proofs of ID, including 1 recent proof of United States address, 

and a letter of introduction in PDF and in hard copy. 

To retrieve your Reader Pass, you will need 1. a document showing proof of home address (issued no more than 3 

months prior to your visit), as well as 2. an additional document that shows your signature (i.e., Passport). Items 

that may have restrictions will require a “Letter of Introduction” that explains your need to access specific collection 

materials.  

□ Plan for sound recordings. 

If you anticipate needing to use or to receive a copy of a sound recording, plan in advance and reach out to the 

sound team immediately. Some items are only digitized upon request, a process that might take up to 8 weeks. 

□ Review Object Handling videos on the British Library’s website or in 

your “How To…” document. 

Library staff are always happy to advise if you have questions about handling a particular manuscript, but better to 

make sure you know current, proper handling techniques prior to engaging with your research materials. 

□ Plan ahead: you can only bring select items into the Reading Rooms 

in a clear plastic bag. You may not be able to photograph items. You can 

only use a pencil in the Reading Rooms. 

Consult the reference and curatorial staff in order to fully know what you can and cannot do in relation to a 

particular collection item, and consult the “Reading Room Tips” sheet to know best practices for handling sensitive 

materials in the British Library reading rooms.  


