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 Pack light, but don’t forget your chargers! 

You will only be allowed to take in the materials that will fit into a clear plastic bag. Bring your 

laptop, charger(s), any allowed photographic materials, pencils, and a notebook. Lockers are 

available for coats and other items. Review the Library’s Terms of Use. 

 Pencils only. 

Only pencils are allowed in the Reading Rooms due to the risk of damage to Library materials 

caused by ink or marker. 

 Keep ‘em clean! 

To protect collection items, please make sure you wash your hands before handling any Library 

material. Gloves will be provided for items which require such protection. Review the “How 

To…” list for object handling support links. 

 Photography is allowed without a 

flash…sometimes. 

Coordinate in advance with the Library reference team regarding which of your materials can be 

photographed so you have no surprises! Any photography that is allowed cannot include the use 

of a flash.  

 Shhhhhhhh… 

Keep phones on silent and reserve calls for outside of the Reading Room area. 

https://www.bl.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/terms-of-use-of-the-british-library-reader-services


 

 

 Ask to book a 30-minute “1-2-1” meeting with a 

member of the British Library Reference Staff before you 

arrive. 

Reference staff will be able to guide you through the process of using research materials, object 

handling, and ensuring you make the most of your visit.  

 

 Water in a closed, sealed container is the only 

food or beverage allowed in the Reading Room, and cannot 

be on the table with your research items. 

For food and drink, you are welcome to visit the British Library’s eating options on site, or 

outside of the Library.  

 Know what (and how) you can handle! Review 

the British Library’s object handling guidelines online. 

Reference and curatorial staff members are always happy to assist on-site with any questions 

regarding item handling. Also consult your “How To…” document for urls. 

 Pursuant to copyright and fragility restrictions, 

some items may be photocopied for a fee. 

Speak with reference and curatorial staff about the ability to make copies of requested items. 

 Make sure you have any accessibility 

accommodations required for your visit. 

Consult the British Library’s website for accessibility questions related to Library reading 

rooms, and email accessibility@bl.uk for further questions or notes.  

https://www.bl.uk/help/free-discovery-and-1-2-1-sessions
https://www.bl.uk/visit/eat-drink-shop
https://www.bl.uk/help/reading-room-copy-services-prices
https://www.bl.uk/visit/accessibility
mailto:accessibility@bl.uk

